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Guidance for applicants – Public Engagement Grants

These grants have been developed to provide up to £1,000 to help members and non–member public engagement professionals organise and deliver outreach activities, aimed at school children and/or the general public, to communicate the science of endocrinology.
The Society for Endocrinology is committed to supporting its members, and others, to engage non-specialist audiences with hormones and the impact of endocrinology. We strongly encourage the sharing of best practice, together with tools and resources wherever possible, to help achieve this aim.
Is my initiative eligible for funding?
The National Coordinating Centre for Public Engagement’s definition of public engagement can be found below:

“Public engagement describes the many ways in which higher education institutions and their staff and students can connect and share their work with the public. Done well, it generates mutual benefit, with all parties learning from each other through sharing knowledge, expertise and skills. In the process, it can build trust, understanding and collaboration, and increase the sector's relevance to, and impact on, civil society.”
Public engagement therefore encompasses a broad range of activities and we hope that this will be reflected in the breadth of applications that we receive. This does not, however, extend to activities aimed specifically at patients, commercial or recruitment activities or the purchasing of equipment that can be properly provided for by other sources of funding; proposals of these kinds will not be eligible for funding.
Before submitting, applicants should carefully read the eligibility criteria and terms and conditions listed on the grant webpage. Importantly, non-member public engagement professionals are required to contact the Society before submitting an application (at least six weeks before the grant deadline) to be partnered with a Society member who will assist the development and/or delivery of the activity. This is to ensure an appropriate endocrine focus for proposed activities and hence maximise strength of applications.
How are grant applications marked?
A limited number of grants will be awarded within one month of each of the two deadlines, provided that the proposal meets the eligibility criteria and is deemed to be of a high quality. Proposals will be assessed by a marking panel from the SfE Public Engagement Committee and Communications team. The panel will mark proposals on their merit as public engagement activities taking into account their benefit to the public, the quality of the scientific content, planning and budgeting, feasibility, evaluation plans and value for money. The benefit to the applicant will also be taken into account.

N.B. Proposals must be submitted at least six calendar months before the start date of the activity. We aim to give a final decision within a month of receiving a proposal.
Where can I find further information about public engagement
Further information on public engagement can be found on the Society for Endocrinology website www.endocrinology.org/outreach 

There are many other professional organisations that provide information and tools on public engagement. Please consult the National Coordinating Centre for Public Engagement’s website for a host of useful tips and resources on planning, improving, carrying out and evaluating public engagement initiatives. The Parliamentary Office of Science and Technology has published a POSTNOTE on informal STEM education.  Other organisations that are heavily involved in public engagement with science include Research Councils UK, the British Council, the British Science Association (including their National Science and Engineering Week) and STEMNET.

You may also find some inspiration from science festivals such as  The Times Cheltenham Science Festival, Edinburgh International Science Festival and the British Science Festival, and interactive science centres such as The Science Museum, At-Bristol, and the Centre for Life.
If you have any queries about the grants or would like to discuss your ideas please contact us at grants@endocrinology.org.



