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Following the referendum result on the UK’s membership of the European Union (EU) the
Society for Endocrinology urges the UK government to ensure that free movement of
students, researchers and clinicians between the UK and other EU countries and full access
to, and participation in, the EU research infrastructure is preserved. We strongly believe that
the free movement of labour is essential to the delivery of care within the National Health
Service (NHS) and to ensure that the UK continues to be a world leader in international
scientific research.
The UK benefits from 30,000 scientists employed by British universities and 25,000
healthcare professionals within the NHS that come from EU countries, bringing their
knowledge and expertise to the UK. What is more, over 3,500 UK researchers have been
supported by the EU to gain invaluable experience in leading European institutions,
increasing their global competitiveness and enhancing their work. These collaborations,
facilitated by free movement within the EU, enable the UK to be part of the strongest
knowledge-producing region in the world and exert global influence within the science and
healthcare sectors.
As a consequence of our strong European collaborations, over half of the UK’s research
output is international and 60% of the UK’s internationally co-authored publications are with
partners inside the EU. These outputs not only raise the profile of UK science and
healthcare practice, but advance the knowledge and practice of endocrinology and other
disciplines globally. It has already been demonstrated that the impact of research done
through international collaboration is 1.4 times higher than research done on a national
leveli. Not having free movement across Europe will have devastating consequences for
science and healthcare in the UK, Europe and globally.
The UK is a global research superpower. Public investment in science delivers strong
returns to the economy of at least 20% per annumii and drives enormous productivity
benefitsiii. It also stimulates the private sector: for every pound spent by the government on
R&D, private sector productivity increases by 20p every yeariv and between £1.13 and £1.60
of private investment is generatedv. However, the UK’s public R&D spend as a percentage
of GDP currently stands at 0.44% - one of the lowest figures among advanced nations and

the lowest of the G8 – and EU funds contribute greatly to the success of UK science and
healthcare helping to address the shortfall in national funding. UK universities currently
receive about 10% of their funding (around £1bn per year) from large EU programmes. In
addition, participation in initiatives such as Horizon 2020 fosters international research
cooperation that benefits the UK.
The Society for Endocrinology therefore joins colleagues from across science and medicine
in urging the UK government to ensure the free movement of students, researchers and
clinicians across Europe is preserved and that the UK continues to fully participate in EU
research funding and infrastructure initiatives.
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improve public health by advancing endocrine education and research, and engaging wider
audiences with the science of hormones www.endocrinology.org
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